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“Hercules”

Released: June 27, 1997
The Film in Three Paragraphs

Hades, god of the underworld, plans to attack and conquer
Mount Olympus in eighteen years when the planets align and
release his henchmen, the Titans. However, Hades learns that if
Hercules, son of Zeus, joins the fight against him, his attack will
fail. To remove this threat, Hades decides to make Hercules mortal
and then kill him. Just before his two henchmen, Pain and Panic,
kill Hercules, a couple finds the baby Hercules and decide to adopt
him.

Almost eighteen years pass and Hercules is considered an
outcast since he is unable to control his strength. His parents tell
him that they found him with the symbol of the gods around his
neck. Hercules goes to the temple of Zeus to investigate and dis-
covers that his father is Zeus and he is also supposed to be a god.
Zeus explains that in order to join him, Hercules must become a
hero and sends him to a satyr named Philoctetes, or Phil for short,
for guidance. Phil is reluctant at first, but takes Hercules under his
wing. After completing his training, Hercules saves a beautiful girl
named Meg and instantly becomes enamored with her. Meg, how-
ever, is secretly working for Hades and leads Hercules to what
should be instant danger. Instead, Hercules saves the day and
becomes the most popular person in Thebes.

Hades finally realizes that he should send Meg to find
Hercules” weak spot and soon discovers that Hercules would do
anything to keep Meg safe. Hades makes a deal not to hurt Meg if
Hercules forfeits his strength while Hades attacks Mount Olympus.
Hercules agrees and Hades begins to conquer Mount Olympus.
During the attack, Meg is injured; Hercules regains his strength,
saves Mount Olympus, but, when he returns to Meg, he finds that
she has passed on. He makes one final deal with Hades that if he



From Screen to Theme 181

saves Meg from the underworld, Hades must release her. Hades
agrees and Hercules rescues Meg. By attempting the daring rescue
that forced him to risk his own life, he proves himself to be a true
hero and becomes a god. In the end, Hercules decides he would
rather stay mortal on earth with Meg than be immortal without her.

Magic Kingdom
The first reference to Hercules can be found on Main Street, USA.
1) The Milestones in Disney Animation, which can be found
in the back room of Exposition Hall, features a picture of

Hercules looking as mighty as ever.

Walk to the end of Main Street, USA and go through the castle into
Fantasyland for your next reference.

2) While waiting in line for Mickey’s Philharmagic, you can
find posters of upcoming attractions including one with
the fiery villain Hades who sings “Torch Songs.”

The final reference in the Magic Kingdom can be found during
Wishes, the nighttime fireworks show.

3) One of the scenes in Wishes focuses around an instru-
mental version of “Go the Distance.”

Fun Fact: Ron Clements and John Musker, the directors of the
film, decided to give the film a more hip edge to help viewers look
at a subject that some found dull as entertaining.

Disney’s Hollywood Studios

The first group of references in Disney’s Hollywood Studios can be
found in the Animation Courtyard. '
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4)

3)
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While waiting in line for the Magic of Disney Animation,
take a look at the concept sketches on the walls. I won’t say
I’m in love with this picture, but there is a picture showing
Hercules and Meg on their day off. If you visit on a day
when the entire line is not being used, ask a cast member
if you can take a look around. They are typically more than
willing to oblige.

At the beginning of the Magic of Disney Animation show,
your host discusses how everyone has their own favorite
Disney character. During this introduction, watch the
screen to see various Disney animated characters from dif-
ferent films including Hercules himself.

For your next reference, make your way over to Sunset Boulevard.

6)

If you take a look in one of the windows of the connected
stores Sweet Spells and Villains In Vogue, you can find
Hades and his villainous friends in an advertisement for
the nighttime show, Fantasmic! -

The remaining references in Disney’s Hollywood Studios can be
found during the nighttime show Fantasmic!

7)

8)

9)

There are banners on both sides of the walkway that lead
into the theatre for Famtasmic! including a banner of
Hades. The same banner can be found inside the theatre
marking the Hades seating section.

During the Dancing Bubbles sequence of Fantasmic!
keep your eyes open for Hercules, Phil, the Muses, and
Pegasus. They are all in their own bubbles while an instru-
mental version of the song “Zero to Hero” plays overhead.

After Mickey rubs a magic lamp in Fantasmic! the vil-
lains _gai_n power and several villains, including Hades,
appear on the water screen.
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10) Several Disney characters from various films are on the
steamboat with Mickey at the very end of Fantasmic! Meg
and Hercules are present at times, but are not guaranteed to
be there every show.

Fun Fact: Andreas Deja, who had previously animated characters
like Jafar, Gaston, and Scar, finally animated a protagonist in a
film by animating Hercules.

Downtown Disney

11) While walking around Downtown Disney’s Marketplace,
listen for the song “One Last Hope™ from Hercules. This is
one of thirty-two songs that is played in the area, so the
odds of hearing it within the first few songs are pretty slim.
You can also hear this song in World of Disney from time
to time.

Fun Fact: During the film, Pain and Panic become stuck under a
boulder when they are disguised like children and exclaim, “Some-
body call IX-I-I!" IX-I-I are the Roman Numerals for 9-1-1.

Resorts

The only resorts that hold references to Hercules are All-Star
Movies and Pop Century.

12) While waiting for the buses at All-Star Movies, look into
the windows of the shop Donald’s Double Features to
find a mural of several Disney characters including Her-
cules! In addition to finding Hercules in this picture, you
can also find a film canister labeled, “Hercules ‘97.”

13) There is a shadow box that focuses on Disney Animation
in the 1990’ in the lobby of Pop Century. In the shadow
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box is a Hercules toy that came out around the time of the
film’s release.

Fun Fact: The film was originally going to have its premiere in
Greece. However, too many people were upset by the changes Dis-
ney had made to the film from the original story that permission
was not granted.

“Mulan”

Released: June 19, 1998
The Film in Three Paragraphs

When the Huns invade China, the Emperor orders that one
man from each family must join the army. To protect her father,
Mulan steals her father’s sword and armor, cuts her hair, and joins
the army in his place. The family ancestors, realizing that they must
save and protect Mulan, argue over which guardian they should
send after her. They finally agree on the Great Stone Dragon and
send Mushu, the gong ringer, to wake him. In the process, however,
Mushu destroys the Great Stone Dragon. Instead of informing the
ancestors, he decides to chase Mulan down and be her guardian.

Mushu catches up to Mulan and begins coaching her on
how to be a man. When they arrive at the solider camp, Mulan, now
going by the name Ping, makes a bad impression with everyone
immediately thanks to Mushu’s tips. When training begins, Mulan
is typically at the bottom of the pack until she begins to use her
brain instead of her physical strength. After her change in strategy,
she becomes the top student in the group. When Mushu thinks
Mulan is ready to go to war, he creates a letter stating that another
division of the army needs their help and delivers it to Chi-Fu, a
member of the Emperor’s council who is working with Mulan’s
division.



